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Fintank’s WealthTech 2018

• Welcome

- Speakers and Participants (present and watching globally)

- Dean DeLise and Team – Social Jack – Live Stream

- Education -- NVISIA 

- Participating FinTank Companies (Coinifide and Crypto Markets) 

- Disruption Joe – “Voice of Blockchain” event

- More about FinTank (membership, meetups and 
Blockchain/Cryptocurrency events)

- Thank you to the volunteers for making this happen

George Vukotich, Ph.D
Founder - FinTank

How Technology Is Impacting Investing
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• Agenda

- How Robo-Advising is Disrupting Wealth Management

- How AI Can Enhance Investment Returns

- Keynote – How Technology Can Increase Profits for Financial 
Advisors and Their Clients 

- An Exchange Perspective on Crypto Investing

- How to Analyze an ICO

- Speed and Open Networking 

George Vukotich, Ph.D
Founder - FinTank

How Technology Is Impacting Investing
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How Technology Is Impacting Investing

Rick Schmehl
Director of Business Development

Morningstar
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How Technology Is Impacting Investing

David Carman 
Angel Investor

Co-Founder - FinTank



WealthTech is Hot

“Global WealthTech funding is on track to surpass 2017’s record of 

$2.5B with over $2B already invested in the 1st quarter of 2018.”

(FinTech Global—May 16, 2018))



Robo is Red Hot

“Robo-advisors, which were introduced in 2008, are steadily eating 

up market share from their human counterparts. A study by Deloitte 

estimated that assets under automated management in the U.S. will 

grow to $7 trillion by the year 2025 from about $300 billion today.”

(Harvard Business Review—January 12, 2018)

https://www.futureadvisor.com/content/blog/history-of-robo-advisors


Hybrid Model

“Investors prefer the best of all worlds.  Investors want the low cost 

and analytics of robo combined with the human touch for more 

complex or sensitive wealth management situations.”

(Kendra Thompson, Head of Wealth Management 

in North America for Accenture—May 4, 2018)



Hybrid Model

“Investors prefer the best of all worlds.  Investors want the low cost 

and analytics of robo combined with the human touch for more 

complex or sensitive wealth management situations.”

(Kendra Thompson, Head of Wealth Management 

in North America for Accenture—May 4, 2018)



“84% of millennials seek financial advice, even though 

they describe themselves as self-directed investors.”

(Deloitte—March 20, 2018)

Hybrid Model



Artificial Intelligence

“Artificial intelligence is the ultimate competitive edge. It has the potential 

to deliver an infinite workforce that never tires and virtually never makes 

mistakes…Could it make investing even easier, cheaper, more effective? 

The biggest fund firms have been spending billions to find out.”

(Barron’s—April 7, 2018)



Artificial Intelligence

(James Howell, Wealth Management Lead at Accenture,

—November 2017)

“The best use of AI is when you do not realize you are using 

it…we all touch products which have AI behind the scenes.  

AI is about augmenting the adviser not replacing them.”



Funding

(TechCrunch—March 4, 2018)

“Over the past 14 months, blockchain and related startups have raised 

$4.5B via ICOs versus $1.3B in traditional venture financing worldwide.”



“We have become ever more obsessed by benchmarks. The concentration of    

assets into a handful of market cap indices is not going to end well. Indices do     

serve a purpose, they used to tell us how capital had been allocated in the 

market, but they have begun to tell us how to allocate capital and they are not

meant to do that.”                            

“The advent of Blockchain architecture combined with AI machine learning will   

create a form of ETF.  ETF 2.0 if you will.”

(John Beckett, author of New Fund Order,—November 2017)

Funding
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Brett Ladendorf
Omega Edge

Tom Mantych
BlackRock

Ramsin Jajoo
Morningstar

How Robo-Advising is Disrupting Wealth Management 
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Morgan Slade
CloudQuant

Jack Boyle
Charles Schwab

Chuck Bohm
ED&F Capital 

Markets

Brad Goodman
William Blair

Madison Sargis
Morningstar

How AI Can Enhance Investment Returns



Break
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Steven Sears
Author of the 

“The Indomitable Investor”
-

Chief Market Strategist 
STRATiFi Technologies

How Technology Can Increase Profits for Financial Advisors 
& Their Clients
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• As a journalist, he pioneered coverage of the options market, market 
structure and exchanges. He created and launched columns for 
Barron’s, The Wall Street Journal and Dow Jones Newswires.

• His investigative journalism has sparked federal investigations, class-
action litigation and regulatory reforms. He helped demutualize 
America’s oldest exchange and then joined a team that led the 
country’s first public offering of a securities exchange, which sparked 
activity that modernized the exchange industry.

• Mr. Sears helped mainstream options trading, and contributed to the 
institutional acceptance of volatility as an asset class. The Chicago 
Board Options Exchange has credited him with naming the CBOE  
Volatility Index the “fear gauge” that is now universally used to  
describe VIX. He helped make VIX the options market equivalent of  
the Dow Jones Industrial Average. At Cboe's 40th anniversary, he   
received an exchange award for his contributions to the options 
industry hat modernized the exchange industry.

Steven Sears
Author of the 

“The Indomitable Investor”
-

Chief Market Strategist 
STRATiFi Technologies

How Technology Can Increase Profits for Financial Advisors 
& Their Clients
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Catherine Clay
CBOE

Derek Urben
Coinigy

Sean Ristau
Bcause

Julie Armstrong
CME Group

Exchange Perspective on Crypto Investing
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Tayfun Icten
Morningstar

Brent Traidman
Bread

Phil Fornaro
Fornaro Law

David Valentine 
Athena Blockchain

Brian Jenkins
BusinessBlock

How to Analyze an ICO



Speed & Open 
Networking



Thank you!


